
 

Speakers: 
 
Dr. Victoria Kisekka is an Assistant Professor in the Information Security and 
Digital Forensics department, at the University of Albany. She attained her doctoral 
degree from the University at Buffalo’s School of Management, where she received 
the “PhD Student Achievement Award”. She is also a recipient of the Pacesetter 
Award from Argonne National Lab, for her research contributions in Information 
Security.   
  
Meddie Katongole is a Cyber Security professional at the New York Teachers’ 
Retirement System. He has worked in the IT industry for almost 20 years, 10 of 
which have been in Cyber Security. Meddie earned a Masters in Business 
Administration (Management Information Systems) and a Masters in Public 
Administration (Technology in Government and Non-profit Management) from the 
University at Albany. 
  
Matthew Lindroth is a U.S.-born Swahili speaker. He served in the U.S. Peace 
Corps, and holds an undergraduate degree in Psychology and graduate degree in 
Sociology. 
 
Chantal Kamya is a communications professional and executive coach based in 
NYC. Most recently led a global communications function at tech start-up covering 
Nigeria, Kenya, Rwanda, Egypt, Uganda and the U.S. She specializes in global 
employee communications, leadership communications and content development. 
She earned a Master of Science in Business Management from Wake Forest 
University. Chantal is based in NYC, and in her free time, she writes about the 
millennial work experience, personal development & communications.  
 
Miriam Kamya is a non-profit management professional, specializing in 
development and community partnerships. She currently leads development at a 
Chicago-based nonprofit as Director of Philanthropy. Prior to her current role, 
Miriam’s experience includes an internship at the White House in the Obama 
Administration. She is active in the non-profit community and currently serves as 
the Vice Chair of the Young Nonprofit Professionals Network of Chicago, as was 
recently awarded “Volunteer of the Year” by Chicago Women in Philanthropy. 
Miriam earned a Master of Public Administration from Northwestern University. 
 
Bob Bedard is President and CEO of deFacto Global, Inc. is a market leading 
provider of intelligent solutions that drive competitive advantage. As an early 
pioneer in the world of on-line services and electronic commerce, the business 
models and technologies, Bedard developed have contributed to the way 
companies and consumers do business today. His experience includes 
management and leadership roles at BNY Mellon and IBM. Over the past 10 years, 
Bedard has turned his attention to commercializing emerging Information 



 

Technologies in the areas of Corporate Planning, Artificial Intelligence, Business 
Analytics, and Business Intelligence. He earned a BS in Electrical Engineering from 
RPI and a Masters from Columbia University.  
 
Kishor Bagul is CEO of Cloud and Things a consulting firm focused on Internet of 
Things solutions for Smart Cities, Industrial Wearables and Intelligent 
Transportation Systems. He is a serial entrepreneur and technologist with more 
than 20 years of experience in creating, leading and advising organizations in both 
the public and private sector. Kishor is key member of Schenectady Smart City 
Advisory Commission, as well as serves as an entrepreneur-in-residence for Siena 
College in New York. Previously, Kishor served as a Chief Technology Officer 
(CTO) for the State of New York, where he helped to transform one of the most 
complex government in the US. As a CTO he chaired the Technology Governance 
Board. Kishor successfully led various statewide projects, including the launch of 
New York’s open data portal. Kishor produced state’s first developer conference 
attended by CEOs, entrepreneurs, academia, industry experts and government 
employees to collaborate, learn and explore innovative technologies for civic good. 
Kishor has served as a business and technology executive at several firms in the 
US, Australia and India. Kishor started his career as a R&D Engineer developing 
telecommunication and early voice response systems. Kishor holds a degree in 
Electronics and Communications Engineering from Gujarat University, India. 
 
Amos Okoth has over 12 years of professional experience in the Information 
Technology, both in the public and private sector. He currently works as an IT 
Specialist at the NYS Department of Health. He earned a Master of Science in 
Computer & Information Systems from The College of St. Rose, and a Bachelor of 
Arts from Egerton University. 
 
Tendo Kaluma is a Senior IT Technologist with over 15 years of working 
experience as an Analyst, Support Engineer, Database Analyst, Developer, 
Supervisor, and QA Engineer. He is currently an Oracle Application Administrator at 
the NYS Office Of Information Technology. Tendo earned a B.S. from University of 
Massachusetts Dartmouth in Engineering Physics. 
 
Dr. Jacqueline Busingye is Chief of Ophthalmology at Albany Stratton VA Medical 
Center and Associate Professor of Ophthalmology at Albany Medical College. She 
completed her medical school and residency training at SUNY Upstate Medical 
University in Syracuse, NY. Upon completion of her residency, she completed her 
fellowship in uveitis and ocular immunology at Mount Sinai Hospital in Manhattan, 
NY. She then joined the Mount Sinai faculty, and later joined Montefiore Medical 
Center - Albert Einstein School of Medicine as the Division Chief of Ophthalmology. 
Since joining the Albany Stratton VA, she has continued her role as Associate 
Editor for BMC Ophthalmology, as well as serving as an investigator in several 
clinical trials regarding uveitis. 



 

 
Mr. Mike Schwartz is avid student of biology, interested in biodiversity, 
conservation biology, ecology, and zoology. With field experience in Africa since 
2005, he has assisted in lion telemetry collaring, researched elephant migration 
corridors, designed qualitative surveys in Queen Elizabeth National Park, and 
helped reduce human-wildlife conflict by raising funds for the construction of a 
rainwater collection unit in Uganda. His work has been featured in National 
Geographic, the East African Wild Life Society, and Mongabay. He is currently 
pursuing is also an African studies graduate student who has spent a great deal of 
time listening and learning from local people in Uganda and other countries in 
Africa. It is his belief that the African people, above all else, are the key to the 
protecting Africa's natural heritage. He holds a BA in Journalism from the College of 
St. Rose, BS in Ecology & Biodiversity from Excelsior College and an MA in African 
Studies from SUNY Albany. 
 
Dr. Emilly Obuya is an Associate Professor of Chemistry at Russell Sage College. 
She earned her B.S. and M.S. in Chemistry at Kenyatta University, and her Ph.D. in 
Materials & Inorganic Chemistry from SUNY Binghamton. She was awarded the 
Carnegie Africa Diaspora Fellowship in 2017. Dr. Obuya holds memberships in 
several professional societies including Sigma Xi, The Scientific Research Honor 
Society, and the American Chemical Society. In her free time, Dr. Obuya is an IB 
Exam Reviewer for Chemistry Essays, and she enjoys traveling and hiking.  
 

 
 


